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The composers

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 — 1791)

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart wrote the motet Ave verum corpus (Hail,
true body) just a few months before his death in Vienna on December 5,
1791, at the age of 35.

This short, simple piece contains some of the composer?s most noble
music in which he seems to find spiritual solace and serenity, in stark
contrast to the anguish he was then suffering in his earthly life.

The piece was written for a church in Baden where his wife, Constanze,
was accustomed to take the waters.

Leonard Bernstein (1918 - 1990)

Born in Massachusetts in 1918, Leonard Bernstein was one of the
twentieth century’s most enduring and popular musicians. Prodigiously
talented, at twenty-five he became the youngest conductor ever of a
major orchestra, and led the New York Philharmonic for many years. He
was also an accomplished and inspired concert pianist, but it is as a
composer that Bernstein is most widely known. His portfolio of work is
extensive and crosses a wide range of styles and genres from works for
Broadway, such as West Side Story and Candide, to symphonies, operas,
ballets and choral works.

Drawing inspiration from his celebrated contemporary, George Gershwin,
Bernstein successfully combined classical with popular music to form a
unique and very natural sound. Chichester Psalms, commissioned for the 1965 annual choral festival
at Chichester Cathedral in Sussex, is one of the best examples of Bernstein’s work, layering jazz,
blues and Broadway on top of a classical musical framework. The dean of Chichester at the time
asked for a ‘hint of West Side Story’ and Bernstein obliged. The entire piece lasts no more than
twenty minutes and comprises three movements covering Psalms 108,100, 23, 2, 131 and 133.

John Rutter (1945 -)

John Rutter was born in London in 1945, and was educated at Highgate
School and Clare College, Cambridge. He began writing music seriously at
the age of twenty-four, and, whilst his compositions are mainly choral,
they also include two children’s operas, orchestral works, music for TV
and innumerable hymns and carols. From 1975 to 1979 he was Director
of Music at Clare College. Two years later, he formed the Cambridge
Singers and now divides his time between composing and conducting
orchestras in venues all over the world. In 1996, the Archbishop of Canterbury conferred a Lambeth
Doctorate of Music upon him in recognition of his contribution to church music.

The Requiem was written in 1985 and is dedicated to the memory of the composer’s father who
had died in the previous year. Rutter drew inspiration from the Requiems of Fauré and Duruflé and
Britten's War Requiem. The texts include Psalms 23 and 130 and fragments of the Anglican 1662
Book of Common Prayer. The BBC describe John Rutter as ‘one of the heroes of twentieth century
British classical music.” His music is accessible and interesting and extremely popular with choirs
and their audiences throughout the world.



The conductor

Richard Jenkinson

Richard Jenkinson grew up in Sussex, and received his early musical
training through the County Music Service. He won a scholarship to
continue his studies at the Royal College of Music in London, where
- among many inspirational characters — Sir David Willcocks was a
great influence and source of inspiration. Richard now has a busy
and vibrant career as a freelance musician, specialising in choral
music of all kinds, as conductor, accompanist and composer,
working regularly with many of the major choirs and choral societies
in and around London and South East England. He has also recently
been appointed to the post of Director of Music at St Swithun's
Parish Church in East Grinstead, where he is already enjoying the
challenges and opportunities that a major church provides. His new
post as Musical Director to the Royal Tunbridge Wells Choral Society
is proving to be equally rewarding, as this well-known choir moves
forward into the next chapter of its musical life.
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We are very grateful to our Patrons for their
valuable support. We no longer have help to
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